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High school can offer

many great subjects

that are crucial in day

to day life. 

YR 7 English covers

engaging narratives,

Shakespeare, the hero's

journey and public

speaking.

WILL YOU BE TEACHING ANY

YEAR 7 CLASSES IN 2023?

No I wil l not be unfortunately, it 's
my first year not in a few years.

TRANSITION TEAM OPINION

 

Oh, all of it, reading. I love reading! But
also they will be learning about the
hero's journey and the structure of a

story and things l ike that which is really
improved because they will probably

know about it subconsciously but they
haven't actually been told about that,

once you know that you will see it
everywhere, so they should enjoy learning

about that as well as writing.

ARE THE ASSIGNMENTS DIFFICULT?

Year 7

IS THERE A LOT OF HOMEWORK

INVOLVED?

WHAT IS ONE PROJECT THE FUTURE

YR 7S SHOULD LOOK FORWARD TO?

HOW RELEVANT IS THE SUBJECT

IN PEOPLE'S DAILY LIVES?

Oh very relevant because the subject
is about people; English is about

stories and people. Every time you
meet somebody the first thing you do
is tell a story. I 'm tell ing you a story
now. So English is the most relevant

subject

WHAT DOES THE SUBJECT FOCUS

ON?
As I said it focuses on stories but it also

focuses on ideas and communication,
whether it 's written or oral. In the Year 7

curriculum they will explore different
types of l iterature

English
Teacher: Ms. Kirwan

English is not as homework driven as some
subjects, but it does require people to

read a lot and to think. It 's about thinking
and to learn and be very skilful you will

need to read and write and start
practising writing consistently, but it 's not

the kind of subject which will have
regular homework.

WHY SHOULD YEAR 7S LOOK FORWARD

TO THIS SUBJECT?

I  hope not because I hope that all
the work which you will do during

the unit wil l lead to you being well
prepared for the assessments, so
you are just reaffirming what you

have learnt along the way.

Because it 's just wonderful, l ike I said
it 's about people, it 's about language

and about us and ideas and that's
what we do all the time so it should

just be a part of our l ives, it 's
subconscious and it 's nice for that to
become a conscious part of our l ives. 

I  really l ike English and while I might not
speak for everyone I find that its quite

nice. I think that the teachers really
guide you well so the assessments aren't

as difficult. 
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High school can offer many

subjects  that are crucial in

day to day life. 

YR 7 Visual Art paints a

picture in our mind, of how

different artistic techniques

are used, and how cultural

backrounds influence

artmaking era's and

artmaking practices.

IS THERE A LOT OF HOMEWORK

INVOLVED?

HOW RELEVANT IS THE SUBJECT

IN PEOPLE'S DAILY LIVES?

WILL YOU BE TEACHING ANY

YEAR 7 CLASSES IN 2023?

ARE THE ASSIGNMENTS DIFFICULT?

Year 7

WHAT IS ONE PROJECT THE FUTURE

YR 7S SHOULD LOOK FORWARD TO?

WHAT DOES THE SUBJECT FOCUS

ON?CAPA
Teacher: Mr. Paull

WHY SHOULD YEAR 7S LOOK FORWARD

TO THIS SUBJECT?

I  think that the ‘Creative and performing
arts’ is a really important part of every
student's l ife whether they know that or
not but it is a great outlet for students

and especially those who can get caught
up in a lot of work, you know, whether you

are in Drama and you are doing
performance or or you are in music doing
an instrument or art doing some painting
whatever it may be it is a very enjoyable

learning area for all students.

In Year 7 you will start off in visual arts
and you will begin with the elements of

art, so you will be looking at the basics of
art and we will be studying that through a
range of artists and a range of different
artworks that will form the basis of your

first assessment.

“What do you think Aysha?” 
Aysha: I think that the practical

assessment tasks were enjoyable, some
people don't really l ike writing a lot

but you can't say no to spreading paint
on a canvas and having fun :>”

Here in visual arts we do have a little bit
of homework, I would say the majority of

that homework is in the form of unfinished
classwork, anything that isn't done in class

you will take home and complete for the
next lesson. And the only reason really for
work to be unfinished is if there are any

distractions that stop you from completing
work in the one hour lessons.

I ’m not sure if I wil l be teaching any Year
7 classes next year, I hope so, but we will

see what happens.

The assignments that you do in visual arts
are based on classwork so as long as you
are present and paying attention in class

you should not have any problems with
those assessment tasks and there is

plenty of time for you to attempt them
and you know, if you really want to take

it to the next level challenge yourself
with the assessment tasks and push

yourself to do really well.

I think that the new Year 7s coming to
Gosford High should look forward to
studying Visual Arts in their first year

because it 's a great place for students to
make friends and learn fun skil ls based on

things that they have already started to
learn in primary school.

TRANSITION TEAM OPINION
In Year 7 CAPA is one of the many subjects
that you are free to express your creativity!

The teachers are amazing and you will learn so
many new things doing art in Year 7.
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High school can offer many

great subjects that are

crucial in day to day life.

Yr 7 Geography maps out

the natural/physical

environment, geography

skills, place and liveability

and global

innterconnectedness.

IS THERE A LOT OF HOMEWORK

INVOLVED?

HOW RELEVANT IS THE SUBJECT IN

PEOPLE'S DAILY LIVES?

WILL YOU BE TEACHING ANY

YEAR 7 CLASSES IN 2023?

ARE THE ASSIGNMENTS DIFFICULT?

Year 7

WHAT IS ONE PROJECT THE FUTURE

YR 7S SHOULD LOOK FORWARD TO?

WHAT DOES THE SUBJECT FOCUS ON?

HSIE (Geography)
Teacher: Mrs Gray

WHY SHOULD YEAR 7S LOOK FORWARD

TO THIS SUBJECT?

I  would say it ’s the most relevant subject
you will ever do, because there are two
aspects: human geography and physical

geography. Without geography, you
wouldn’t know how the earth and

environment works but also how we, as a
part of the environment, survive.

We focus on the environment, physical geography -
we look at environment (place and liveability), the
natural world and how we’ve changed it. Next we
look into environmental sustainability - what can

you do as an individual and country to protect and
preserve the planet. In the human aspects, we look

at urbanisation and making our own redesign of
White Bay terminal. Lastly, we look at

interconnections and the Year 7s this year have
loved it! It ’s geopolitics; we look at problems with
trade, migration, how we connect with the rest of
the world. We look at the planet, people, where

Australians have come from, why do we let so many
refugees in, why do people leave Australia? Also

our trade and interconnections.

Zombie geography!! It ’s l ike a plague
hits the world and turns people into

zombies. Your job is to come up with a
way to keep them out and look after

the environment. You’re going to
reinvent the biosphere (l iving things),
l ithosphere (rocks), atmosphere (what
we breathe), hydrosphere (water). You

need to bring them all together and
find a way to solve the issues.

There is quite a lot of homework but it is
usually fun tasks l ike looking at the

weather and getting graphs and weather
maps, newspaper articles and current

interesting issues. Of course, there are
also many engaging skil ls activities that

we give to the students in preparation for
the assessment tasks.

No, I am retiring. After 19 years at
Gosford and 38 years at the Department

of Education.

They can be challenging.You need to
think and apply the things you learn in

class. It ’s not just copying a PowerPoint
or using a calculator, it ’s hard work and
you have to analyse things and come up

with solutions, practical solutions.

Because, they’re not aware of many aspects
of the world, they’re not aware of the poorer
countries, less developed countries and they
do get shocked when we look at water in the

world. They get shocked when we look at
urbanisation and the environment we

changed, they are surprised. They say, “I ’ve
learnt things here that I had no idea

existed.” It opens your eyes to the world.

TRANSITION TEAM OPINION
I  personally think Geography is pretty

good, and the transition team agrees it
teaches very valuable skil ls that quite

possibly are needed later in l ife.
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High school can offer

many great subjects that

are crucial in day to day

life.

YR 7 Science investigates

working as a scientist +

skills, cells and

classification, forces, and

the Goldilocks planet

(Earth).

IS THERE A LOT OF HOMEWORK

INVOLVED?

HOW RELEVANT IS THE SUBJECT IN

PEOPLE'S DAILY LIVES?

WILL YOU BE TEACHING ANY

YEAR 7 CLASSES IN 2023?

We try to introduce you to working like a
scientist, so the number one priority is

getting you into the lab, knowing how to
use equipment and doing experiments

safely, then we do introductory physics,
chemistry and a little bit of biology.

 

ARE THE ASSIGNMENTS DIFFICULT?

Year 7

WHAT IS ONE PROJECT THE FUTURE

YR 7S SHOULD LOOK FORWARD TO?

WHAT DOES THE SUBJECT FOCUS

ON?Science
Teacher: Mrs Barbeler

WHY SHOULD YEAR 7S LOOK FORWARD

TO THIS SUBJECT?

I ’d say science is very relevant from even
just going to the shop and trying to buy a

product, understanding what you’re
buying, when you attend a medical

appointment it 's nice to actually know the
terminology that people are using so you

can actually understand what’s
happening to you or people you care

about. It ’s very relevant and invades every
aspect of our l ives. 

Usually one project that is very popular
is when they will make an edible model

of a cell, which requires group work,
and then they get to eat the product if

they do a good job.

We try not to do a lot of extra homework
because we generally are working at quite
a hard level. When assessment tasks come

around, as long as you work to the
timeline and seek help as you’re doing it,

there shouldn’t be too much.

I don’t think so, unfortunately I haven’t
got any Year 7 classes, but being head of
the faculty, I wil l pop in and out and they

will see me and I ’ l l  know them.

The assignments in science hopefully
aren’t difficult, we try and do things that

are current and that are interesting. If
somebody is finding it difficult, they
should definitely ask their teacher

because it’s not meant to be.

I think in Year 7, you will absolutely love
being in a lab, you will hopefully wil l love
doing experiments and more importantly I
actually hope you just get to see what it ’s

l ike to be a scientist.

TRANSITION TEAM OPINION
Science in high school is quite different

to primary school and the main
difference is that you will do so many

experiments and work in the lab straight
away which is super fun!
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High school can offer many

great subjects that are

crucial in day to day life. 

YR 7 TAS teaches skills

needed to make a laptop

case (Textiles), a code-

based device (coding) and

your very own motor-

powered car (e-Machines).

IS THERE A LOT OF HOMEWORK

INVOLVED?

WHAT RELEVANT SKILLS WILL BE

LEARNT IN YR 7 TAS? 

WILL YOU BE TEACHING ANY YEAR 7

CLASSES IN 2023?

Year 7

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE THING

ABOUT THIS SUBJECT? 

WHAT DOES THE SUBJECT FOCUS

ON?
Technology and
applied Studies

Teacher: Ms Shaddock

WHY SHOULD YEAR 7S LOOK FORWARD

TO THIS SUBJECT?

In Year 7 and 8, students will study a range of
design disciplines ranging from Engineering,

Timber and construction, Textiles, Digital
Technology and Food and Nutrition. You are

essentially a food technologies, engineer,
textiles designer, industrial designer, digital

and game designer.
 

~

From Koen on the Transition Team: Like
some other subjects, TAS homework will be
unfinished work as you'l l  get time in class

to do everything. You may on some
occasions have to familiarise yourself with

concepts at home to properly grasp the
idea and learning concepts.

Yes, I wil l be.

~

All the exciting projects they will create
and take home to show parents and

caregivers.TRANSITION TEAM OPINION
In my opinion, TAS was very enjoyable as
you got to make actual devices. Whether
it be a car, laptop case or l ight display 
 you can feel proud of learning all these

skil ls in a fun, practical way.

HOW IMPORTANT IS TAS  TO YOU?

The best skills you will learn are problem
solving skills through the use of a design
process. You will also develop practical
skills in all the design disciplines you will

learn.

Ms Shaddock: TAS is everything to me.
 

Seeing students learn important skills and
developing their problem-solving abilities
while creating quality projects that they

are proud of.
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High school can offer many

great subjects that are

crucial in day to day life.

Agriculture will plant an

idea in your mind of how

animals and plants are

maintained and sold, and

how important agriculture

is on a global scale.

WILL YOU BE TEACHING ANY YEAR

7 CLASSES IN 2023?

IS THERE A LOT OF HOMEWORK

INVOLVED?

ARE THE ASSIGNMENTS DIFFICULT?

Year 7

WHAT IS ONE PROJECT THE FUTURE

YR 7S SHOULD LOOK FORWARD TO?

HOW RELEVANT IS THE SUBJECT IN

PEOPLE'S DAILY LIVES?

WHAT DOES THE SUBJECT FOCUS

ON?
Agriculture

Teacher: Mr. Forsberg

WHY SHOULD YEAR 7S LOOK FORWARD

TO THIS SUBJECT?

I  think it 's very relevant because people
learn how to grow their own food which

they can grow in their backyard and they
can also learn about the best ways of
growing food without using chemicals.

In Year 7, it focuses on an introduction to
agriculture. I try to introduce as many

areas of agriculture as I possibly can and
of course the use of the farm is very
relevant. So things that we can do in

class that we can back up by going to the
farm is very important

The birth of our pigs, our piglets! And
I'm hoping that that will occur maybe

in the first week of next year. They will
be able to see the piglets.

Not really, but if you were doing
agriculture in year 9 and 10, there would

be assessments just l ike in all other
subjects.

I hope so! I teach all Year 7 classes and
all years agriculture.

No, not really, they are designed for all
the kids in Year 7. Whereas, if the subject
was chosen in Year 9 and 10, it would be
more difficult because they chose to do

that subject.

Because they'l l  enjoy it, I  think! Well, not
maybe all of them but a lot of the kids

really enjoy it.

TRANSITION TEAM OPINION
In Year 7 the thing I really enjoyed was
going to our farm. Just seeing all the

different equipment, animals and plants
was really enjoyable. It 's much less

stressful than the other subjects as it has
no assessments featured on your reports

and there are many practical lessons
with l ittle homework



Maybe not so much a project, but
probably the PE aspect is really
important. Getting outside and

enjoying the sun, being out in the
environment is really good for our

physical and mental health and there's
a lot of research around that. So, for

those year sevens coming in, it 's really
important to enjoy the PE/practical

aspect of things.
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Welcome to 
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High school can offer

many subjects that are

crucial in day to day life.

YR 7 PDHPE exercises

having healthy habits,

kicking+striking and

dance skills, and growing

up and being safe online

and in real life.

IS THERE A LOT OF HOMEWORK

INVOLVED?

HOW RELEVANT IS THE SUBJECT IN

PEOPLE'S DAILY LIVES?

WILL YOU BE TEACHING ANY YEAR 7

CLASSES IN 2023?

ARE THE ASSIGNMENTS DIFFICULT?

Year 7

WHAT IS ONE PROJECT THE

FUTURE YR 7S SHOULD LOOK

FORWARD TO?

WHAT DOES THE SUBJECT FOCUS

ON?
PDHPE

Teacher: Mr. Titheradge

WHY SHOULD YEAR 7S LOOK FORWARD

TO THIS SUBJECT?

PDHPE is extremely relevant in everyone's
life because it 's essentially what we live

and do every day.

In Year 7, it wil l focus on physical, social,
cognitive, spiritual and emotional health.

We look at all the dimensions of health
and we look at how we can make those
dimensions of health really strong in our
lives to be able to l ive the best l ives we

can. 

In PDHPE there is not a lot of homework
involved. A lot of the stuff that we do, we get

covered in class, the only time you'l l  take
some work home to do at home is your

assessment tasks, but that's in every subject.
Me personally, I don't give any homework in

Year 7, I think it 's important to allow students
to settle into high school, I know it 's a big

learning curve and a big change form primary
school. So, if you're in my class next year, I
can guarantee you that you won't get any

homework for term 1 anyway! Unless, I tell you
to go outside and enjoy the sun.

Yes! I ' l l  be teaching, I think, two Year 7
classes next year in 2023. I really look
forward to teaching Year 7, I think it 's

important to start positively as a teacher in
the start of the year. It 's important for the

students to start positively. So I 'm going to be
looking forward to teaching all my classes,

but particularly Year 7 because they are
brand new to this school.

I wouldn't say difficult, but I would say
challenging because it get's you to think

critically about the question that's posed or
the task that you need to do. And it tries to
get you to think about everything in terms of

health and physical education rather than
just focusing on one thing, Anyway, I 'm

hoping that the assignments make you aware
of what's actually happening in the world

and in your health as well.

PE is one of the only times you get to go
outside and run around so that's obviously a

really important factor. but also health lessons
are really good for having those discussions

with your peers and finding out different
opinions and views that you may not have

yourself.

TRANSITION TEAM OPINION
In Year 7, PDHPE really develops new skil ls

and your overall health. I know we were
always looking forward to the next PDHPE

lesson and I 'm sure you will too!
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High school can offer many

great subjects, that are

crucial in day to day life. 

YR 7 Maths solves the

problem of how to work

with indices+integers,

algebra+decimals+

fractions+percentages, and

geometry+area+volume+

angles.

IS THERE A LOT OF HOMEWORK

INVOLVED?

HOW RELEVANT IS THE SUBJECT IN

PEOPLE'S DAILY LIVES?

Mathematics is the most relevant subject
ever. Let me ask you this, have you ever
been scammed? Because this can stop
you from getting scammed financially.

Everything in l ife is maths related.

WHAT IS ONE PROJECT THE FUTURE

YR 7S SHOULD LOOK FORWARD TO?

~

ARE THE ASSIGNMENTS DIFFICULT?
No! You are all smart and super bright

WILL YOU BE TEACHING ANY

YEAR 7 CLASSES IN 2023?

Year 7

WHAT DOES THE SUBJECT FOCUS

ON?
Maths

Teacher: Mr. Scovell

WHY SHOULD YEAR 7S LOOK FORWARD

TO THIS SUBJECT?

 Absolutely. But we provide homework
schedules to help you structure and do

your homework

Sadly not, but you will have many good
teachers.

Because maths is the
greatest subject ever.

TRANSITION TEAM OPINION
In Year 7 you shouldn't be worried when

it comes to maths. Some of you have
probably done tutoring and some haven't
but its okay! Year 7 maths is building on

your knowledge and be sure to ask a
question if you don't understand the
concept. The teachers are more than
happy to help you! That's why they're

here.
BY CARMELA, AYSHA, KOEN, KATIE

AND MAIA. YOUR WEEK 7 TEAM!

WELCOME TO GHS!!

WHAT IS ONE PROJECT THE FUTURE

YR 7S SHOULD LOOK FORWARD TO?
The problem-solving activities

In Year 7 the focus of maths will be
bridging the gap between primary school

understanding and high school maths,
through understanding fractions, algebra

and equations and the type of mindset
required to advance to a more mature

level of mathematical thinking and
understanding. 
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High school can offer many

great subjects that are crucial

in day to day life.

Yr 7 Enrichment and languages

provides the opportunity to

choose electives (5 weeks per

elective), and a 10 week taster

course of Japanese and French.

SUMMARY +

ENRICHMENT

Science
English
Maths

Geography
PDHPE (Practical and

Theory)
Sport 

TAS (Which involves three
sub-categories)

Agriculture
Visual Arts 

In Year 7, you will do: 

 
In Year 8, Geography

switches to History, and
Visual Arts is replaced with

Music. 

Year 7

For one term during our
enrichment periods, we have a
taster course of Japanese and
French. You then choose which

one you would prefer to do,
and in Year 8 you learn that

language as a subject. 
For the rest of the enrichment
periods, which are the last two
periods every Wednesday, you

get a choice of a few
different electives you would
like to do. Some of them are

tasters of proper electives you
can then choose in Year 9, but

other subjects are just fun
things that you wouldn't

usually do in class. Some of
the enrichment topics we have

been offered include
Minecraft building, speed

cubing, dance, drama
performances, manga mania,
photography, forensics etc.


